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History

Mozambique’s first inhabitants 
were Bushmen hunter-and-gatherers.  
Between the first and fourth centuries 
a.d., waves of Bantu-speaking peoples 
migrated f rom the north through 
the Zambezi river valley, and from 
the sixth century a.d. onward Arab 
and Asian traders worked along the 
southern coast of Mozambique.  they 
traded gold brought from powerful 
civilizations inland and raided the 
north for slaves and ivory.

When the Portuguese explorer 
Vasco da Gama reached Mozambique 
in 1498, Arab-trading settlements had 
existed along the coast and outlying 
islands for several centuries.  the 
Portuguese set up trading posts, which 
became regular ports of 
call on the new route to 
the East.  By the 1760s, 
slaver y was t he most 
profitable trade.  over a 
million slaves were sold to 
North America and to the 
sugar plantations in Brazil 
and Cuba.

Portuguese influence 
g r adua l l y  e xpanded, 
and individual set t lers 
were granted extensive 
autonomy.  As a result, 
investment lagged while 
Lisbon devoted itself to 
the more lucrative trade 
with india and the Far East 
and to the colonization of 

Brazil.  At the Berlin Conference of 
1884, Mozambique became a Portuguese 
colony.  Land was rented to British 
and French companies, which set up 
plantations to grow cash crops such 
as cotton and tea.  the colonial rulers 
raised income through heavy taxes and 
a brutal forced-labor system.

the dr ive for Mozambican 
independence developed, and in 1962 
several anticolonial political groups 
formed the Front for the Liberation 
of Mozambique (frelimo), which in 
september 1964 initiated an armed 
campaign against Portuguese colonial 
rule.  Af ter ten years of sporadic 
warfare and major political changes 
in Port ugal, Mozambique became 
independent on 25 June 1975.  By that 
time, the country was in ruins.  over 
90 percent of Portuguese settlers had 

left, taking everything they could.  of 
the country’s five hundred doctors, 
only eighty remained. 

the frelimo part y that came to 
power quickly set about re-building 
health and education services, but it 
had little experience, and even fewer 
resources.  the leaders of the frelimo 
military campaign established a one-
party state allied to the soviet bloc and 
outlawed rival political activity.  frelimo 
eliminated political pluralism, religious 
educational institutions, and the role of 
traditional authorities. 

the new government gave shelter 
and support to the south African anc and 
Zimbabwean zanu liberation movements 
while the governments of rhodesia and 
south Africa fostered and financed 
an armed rebel movement in central 
Mozambique called the Mozambican 

Nat iona l resist ance 
(renamo).  in the rural 
areas, people coined the 
phrase, “frelimo by day, 
renamo by night” since 
the government blamed 
all lawless behavior on 
renamo.  Civ i l war, 
sabotage from neighboring 
states, and economic 
collapse characterized the 
first decade of Mozambican 
independence.  the result 
was devastating.  Many 
thousands of civilians 
were injured or killed  
and schools, hea lt h 
centers, railways, and 
roads were destroyed.Hippo remain in numbers in many waterways of Mozambique.
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in the third frelimo party congress 
in 1983, President samora Machel 
conceded the failure of socialism and the 
need for major political and economic 
reforms.  He died, along with several 
advisers, in a  1986 plane crash.  His 
successor, Joaquim Chissano, continued 
the reforms and began peace talks with 
renamo  the new constitution enacted 
in 1990 provided for a multipart y 
political system, market-based economy, 
and free elections. 

in the 1980s and early 1990s 
droughts and the disruption caused by 
the full-blown civil war between renamo 
and frelimo led to severe food shortages 
and famine for millions.  Eventually, 
with the country brought to its knees, 
the civil war ended in october 1992 
with the rome General Peace Accords.  
Under supervision of the onumoz 
peacekeeping force of the United 
Nations, peace returned to Mozambique.  
to add further misery to the people, in 
2000 and 2002 Mozambique was hit by 
devastating floods that destroyed the 
homes and livelihoods of hundreds of 
thousands of people.  

today Mozambique has taken 
a unique path to repair the dam-
age caused by years of civil war 

and white flight.  in the 17 November 
2005 edition of The Wall Street Journal, 
Filimone Meigos, a prominent sociologist 
at the Mozambique institute of technol-
ogy and science in Maputo, is quoted as 
saying, ”A problem for Zimbabwe has 
become a solution for Mozambique.”  
He is referring to the policy of the 
government to entice white farmers to 
settle in Mozambique by offering them 
“cheap land, plentiful labor, and tax 
breaks.”  Many white Zimbabwean farm-
ers, pushed off their land by President 
robert Mugabe’s firestorm of expro-
priation, have relocated to neighboring 
Mozambique where they are treated as 
valuable development resources.

Already the prospects for the 
f ut ure of bot h white and black 
Mozambicans is bright.  officials in the 
government say that white farmers from 
Zimbabwe and south Africa have made 
a difference.  “According to government 
statistics, their 35 new farms in the 
Manica province have created 10,000 
new jobs on about 54,000 acres of 
previously unused land.  the farms 

have introduced modern export-
geared agriculture to the nation, 

churning out products such 
as flowers, 

tobacco, and yogurt.  ‘We never had 
fresh milk here before them,’ says 
Cremildo rungo, a Manica agriculture 
official who has worked with white 
farmers since the influx began in 2002.  
‘our people used to go to Zimbabwe to 
buy food.  Now it’s the Zimbabweans 
who come to buy food here.’” (“racial 
reversal: to Boost Economy some 
Africans Woo White Farmers” by 
yaroslav trofimov).

GEoGr APHy

Located in southeast Africa, the 
republic of Mozambique borders south 
Africa and Zimbabwe to the south, and 
Zambia, Malawi, and tanzania in the 
north.  About half the country is made 
up of flat coastal plain.  Mozambique 
contains a very long coastline (1,550 
miles or 2,500 kilometers) of sandy 
beaches facing the Mozambique Channel 
and the indian ocean.  the beaches 
are bordered by lagoons, coral reefs, 
and strings of islands.  Behind the 
coastline, a vast low plateau rises toward 
mountains in the west and north and 
accounts for nearly half the area of 
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Mozambique.  the landscape of the 
plateau is savanna—more or less dry and 
open woodlands with tracts of short 
grass steppe.  the western and northern 
highlands are patched with forest.

Many sizable rivers, including the 
Zambezi and Limpopo, flow through 
Mozambique to the sea.  other major 
rivers include the save and ruvuma 
rivers.  Africa’s largest hydroelectric 
dam, Cabora Bassa, lies in the north-
west.  Although there’s plenty of water, 
drought is common in the south of 
the country. 

CLiMAtE

the climate ranges from tropical 
to subt ropical and var ies in t he 
different regions of the country, but 
while the inland areas are generally 
slightly cooler they are more humid in 
the rainy season than along the coast.  
the rainy season broadly coincides 
with the heat and humidit y of the hot 
months, between November–March, 
though most provinces have some 
rain over seven to nine months of 
the year.  the average temperature 
for Mozambique all year-round is 
82 degrees Fahrenheit (28 degrees 
Celsius).  Coastal temperatures during 
the rainy season average 88 degrees 
Fahrenheit (31 degrees Celsius).

Winter, from April to september, 
is the dry season, and it is the best 
time to visit the country.  the average 
temperature in the winter for the 

coastal areas does not fall below 57 
degrees Fahrenheit (12 degrees Celsius).  
the southern parts of the country 
are generally drier and less tropical 
than the north, and the temperature 
along the coast averages 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit (27 degrees Celsius).

PEoPLE

Mozambique’s major ethnic groups 
encompass numerous subgroups with 
diverse languages, dialects, cultures, and 
histories.  Many are linked to similar 
ethnic groups living in neighboring 
countries.  the major concentrations 
of population are along the coast and 
in the fertile and relatively productive 
river valleys, notably in Zambezia and 
Gaza provinces.  the Makua-Lomwe, 
who belong to the Central Bantu, live 
mainly in the area north of Zambezia, 
Nampula, Niassa, and Cabo Delgado 
provinces.  the tsonga, who are the 
predominant race in the southern 
lowlands, provide a great deal of the 
labor for south African mines.  in 
the inhambane coastal district are the 
Chopi and tsonga, while in the central 
area are the shona.  the Makonde 
inhabit the far north.  Mestizos and 
Asians live in the main populated area 
along the coast and in the more fertile 
river valleys.

Despite the influence of islamic 
coastal traders and European colonizers, 
the people of Mozambique have largely 
retained an indigenous culture based 

on small-scale agriculture.  Because 
Mozambique was a Portuguese colony 
f rom 1752 until 1975, its culture 
reflects a blend of both indigenous 
and Portuguese traditions, which can 
be seen through the country’s unique 
architecture, literature, poetry, and 
music.  Mozambique’s most highly 
developed art forms have been wood 
sculpture—for which the Makonde in 
northern Mozambique are particularly 
renowned—and dance.  the middle and 
upper classes continue to be heavily 
inf luenced by their heritage f rom 
the Portuguese, both culturally and 
linguistically.  During the colonial era, 
Christian missionaries were active in 
Mozambique, and many foreign clergy 
remain in the country.  According 
to the national census, about 20 
to 30 percent of t he populat ion 
are Christian, 15 to 20 percent are 
Muslim, and the remainder adhere to 
traditional beliefs. 

Educational opportunities for black 
Mozambicans were limited during the 
colonial era, resulting in a 93 percent 
illiteracy rate.  Most of today’s political 
leaders were educated in missionary 
schools.  After independence, the 
government placed a high priorit y on 
expanding education, which reduced 
the illiteracy rate to about two-thirds.  
Unfortunately, in recent years school 
const ruction and teacher-t raining 
enrollments have not kept pace with 
population increases.  With postwar 
enrollments reaching all-time highs, the 
qualit y of education has suffered. 
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republic of Mozambique
Formerly:  Portuguese East Africa 
Capital:  Maputo (formerly Lourenço 

Marques)
Area:  309,496 square miles (801,590 

square kilometers)
Populat ion:  19,607,519 (2002 

estimate)
Population densit y:  63 persons per 

square mile (2002 estimate)
Life expectancy:  35 years (35 years 

female, 36 years male)
Major infectious diseases:  degree of risk:  

very high; food- or waterborne diseases 
include bacterial and protozoal 
diarrhea, hepatitis A, and typhoid 
fever; vectorborne diseases include 
malaria and plague (high risks in 
some locations); water-contact disease 
includes schistosomiasis (2004). 

Literacy rate:  42% (female 27%, male 
58%)

Ethnic divisions:  indigenous tribal 
groups 99% (shangaan, Chokwe, 
Manyika, sena, Makua, and others), 
Europeans 0.06%, Euro-Africans 
0.2%, indians 0.08%

Languages:  Por t uguese (off icial); 
indigenous dialects, including 
Makua, ronga, tsongan, and 
Muchope

religions:  indigenous beliefs 50%, 
Christian 30%, Muslim 20%

Government:  republic
independence:  25 June 1975 (from 

Portugal)
Gross Domestic Product:  U.s. $17.5 

billion (2001 estimate)
GDP per capita:  U.s. $900 (2001)

National budget:
total revenues:  U.s. $393.1 million 
(2001 estimate)
total expenditures:  U.s. $1.025 
billion (2002 estimate)

Monetary unit:  Metical
Exports:  shrimp, cashews, cotton, 

sugar, copra, citrus, timber, kapenta, 
bulk electricity 

industries:  Food, beverages, chemicals 
(fertilizer, soap, paints), petroleum 
products, textiles, cement, glass, 
asbestos, tobacco

Agriculture:  Cotton, cashews, sugarcane, 
tea, shrimp, cassava, maize, rice, 
t ropical f ruits, coconut, sisal, 
potatoes, sunflowers; beef, poultry; 
kapenta fishing

Natural resources:  Coal, titanium, tantalite, 
natural gas, hydropower, graphite

CoUNtry FACt sHEEt

LANGUAGEs

Portuguese is the official language 
of Mozambique, although numerous 
local languages are spoken as well.  
the vast majorit y of Mozambicans 
belong to ethnically diverse indigenous 
groups such as t he Makua, t he 
Makonde, the sena, the Chokwe, 
the Manyika, and the shanagaan.  A 
small number of Portuguese, other 
European, and Asian residents make 
up the expatriate population. 

MoNEy &    
 BANkiNG

the currency of Mozambique is 
the metical (Mt).  one metical = 100 
centavos.  Notes are in denominations 
of Mt 100,000, 50,000, 20,000, 
10,000, 5,000, and 1,000.  Coins 
are in denominations of Mt 5,000, 
1,000, 500, 100, 50, 20, 10, 5, and 1.  
it is possible to change money at the 
airports and banks.  Look for “bureaux 
de change” signs to change foreign 
money.  U.s. dollars or south African 

rands are the most easily changed 
foreign currency.  Banks are open in 
Mozambique from Monday to Friday 
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Ple ase  not e  t he  fo l low ing :  
Currency can be conver ted only 
a t  lo cat ions aut hor ized by t he 
Mozambican government.  it is 
against the law to destroy Mozambican 
cur renc y; of f enders can expec t 
jai l sentences and f ines.  some 
American t ravelers have reported 
dif f icult ies in cashing t raveler’s 
checks and have relied instead on 
AtMs and credit cards for money 
withdrawals in Maputo.  there are 
high rates of commission charged on 
traveler’s checks.  to avoid additional 
exchange rate charges, travelers are 
advised to take traveler’s checks in 
pounds sterling, U.s. dollars, or 
south African rands.  outside of 
the major hotels and restaurants, 
credit cards are not widely accepted 
in Mozambique.  Many merchants 
prefer U.s. dollars, and the south 
African rand is frequently accepted 
as legal tender, although this is more 
common in the southern part of the 
country than in the north.

it is prohibited to import and 
export local currency.  As long as you 
declare the amount of money you bring 
into the country, the import of foreign 
currency is unlimited.  the export 
of foreign currency is limited to the 
amount declared on import. 

National holidays include New 
year’s Day; 3 February is Heroes’ Day; 
7 April is Day of the Mozambican 
Woman; 1 May is Workers’ Day; 
25 June is independence Day; 7 
september is Lusaka Agreement Day; 
25 september is Armed Forces Day; 
and 25 December is National Family 
Day/Christmas Day.

VisAs

All travelers to Mozambique are 
required to have a visa.  A tourist or 
business visa costs $75 for a single entry 
and $130 for a multiple-entry.  Express 
service costs $93 for a single-entry visa 
and $186 for a multiple-entry visa.  
same-day express service costs $112 
for a single-entry visa and $205 for a 
multiple-entry visa.  A transit visa costs 
$75.  A single-entry visa is good for one 
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GAME ANiMALs FoUND iN MoZAMBiqUE

Name Available on License Fee

Baboon yes $50

Buffalo, Cape yes $1,800–$2,700

Bushbuck, Chobe yes $500–$850

Bushbuck, Limpopo yes $500

Bushpig yes $250–$500

Caracal yes data not available

Cheetah no —

Civet yes data not available

Crocodile, Nile yes $1,350

Duiker, blue yes $1,200

Duiker, Natal red yes $450–$800

Duiker, southern bush yes $150

Eland, Cape yes $1,225

Eland, Livingstone yes $1,225

Elephant yes $21,000

Grysbok, sharpe yes $400

Hippo yes $1,560

Hyena, brown yes data not available

Hyena, spotted yes data not available

Hartebeest, Lichtenstein yes $975

impala, southern yes $250

klipspringer yes data not available

kudu, southern greater yes $1,060

Leopard yes $3,000

Lion yes $4,000

Nyala, common yes data not available

oribi, common yes data not available

reedbuck, common yes $500–$850

rhino, black no —

rhino, southern white no —

roan antelope, southern yes data not available

sable antelope, common yes $2,650

serval yes data not available

steenbok yes data not available

suni, Livingstone yes $600–$1,000

Waterbuck, common yes $1,075

Warthog yes $250–$420

Wildebeest, blue yes data not available

Wildebeest, Nyasa yes $935

Zebra yes $1,100
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day to one month from the date of entry, 
and it is renewable for a maximum of 
three months.  A multiple-entry visa is 
good for one to six months from date of 
issue.  Although a visa can sometimes 
be obtained through a contact living in 
Mozambique or at the airport, expect 
processing to be subject to delay. 

Embassy of the republic of Mozambique
1990 M street NW, suite 570
Washington, DC 20036 UsA
tel: (202) 293-7146/9
Fax: (202) 835-0245
E-mail:	 embamoc@aol.com

HUNtiNG iN   
 MoZAMBiqUE

by Mark Haldane

Mozambique was once a highly 
regarded safari destination, made 
famous by the likes of Harry Manners, 
Werner von Alvensleben, and Wally 
Johnson to mention but a few.  At 
one stage Mozambique safarilandia 
was thought to be the largest safari 

operation in Africa.  other companies 
like safrique also made their mark prior 
to the 1970s.  When the Mozambique 
civil war began in 1972, the hunting 
industry was brought to a grinding halt.  
Mozambique’s war of independence, 
one of the bloodiest civil wars in Africa, 
lasted until the early 1990s. 

With the cessation of hostilities, 
Mozambique suddenly was buzzing 
with concessions being opened up, and 
outfitters once again began marketing 
hunting in the countr y.  Many of 
the formerly famous areas like the 
save had had virtually all its wildlife 
wiped out during the war.  Many good 
pockets remained, however, especially 
the concessions bordering kruger 
Park.  in addition, communit y areas 
bordering Lake Cabora Bassa, the 
Zambezi Delta, and the Niassa reserve 
toward the tanzanian border still had 
good game populations.  Clients were 
nervous, however, about mined roads 
and rebels since both were still in 
the news. 

slowly things returned to normal.  
the United Nations began to clear the 

land mines, and the new government 
started to rebuild the shattered country.  
After a few brave souls had hunted in 
Mozambique, the success stories started 
to filter home to the international hunting 
community.  today Mozambique is no 
longer the stepchild of African hunting.  
Many good hunting concessions have 
proved their worth, and reputable safari 
companies now have bookings for at 
least two years in advance.  Moreover, 
the Mozambican people are friendly and 
see hunting in a positive light.  Most of 
the rural communities rely on the meat 
provided by the safari operators during the 
hunting season.  All in all, Mozambique 
has turned the corner and seems to be 
on the road to becoming one of the great 
African safari destinations again.

the nine official hunting concessions 
in Mozambique are referred to as 
coutadas.  these concessions vary in size 
from approximately 772 square miles 
(2,000 square kilometers) to double 
this size.  in addition to these coutadas, 
there are also eight areas around or 
near the Niassa reserve and seven 
community areas mainly found around 
Lake Cabora Bassa.  Most of these areas 
are leased for five to ten years.  Game 
ranching is still new at this stage, and 
although many have been allocated only 
one is operating in the true sense.  the 
Mozambique government views the 
safari industry in a positive light and sees 
sustainable safari hunting as a valuable 
conservation tool.  Although hampered 
by red tape, the government has been 
prepared to make numerous changes in 
support of safari hunting.

ArEAs AND   
 ANiMALs to HUNt

by Jamie Wilson

in the far north there are five 
hunting areas: Coutadas A, B, C, D, and 
E.  the terrain is generally level or gently 
undulating and scattered with inselbergs 
(island mountains).  Miombo woodland 
is the most extensive type of vegetation 
found in the northern savanna biome.  
in cent ral Mozambique there are 
three hunting areas:  Marromeu in 
the southern Zambezi Delta, Lake 
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Cabora Bassa on the Zambezi river, 
and between the Zambezi river and 
Gorongoza National Park.

HArVEst rEsULts

by Mark Haldane, Jamie Wilson, and 
tony Wicker

Mozambique is blessed with an 
extremely wide variet y of habitat and 
game species.  the Zambezi Delta of 
central Mozambique once boasted 
one of the highest concentrations of 
game in the world, and the community 
areas around Lake Cabora Bassa 
have also yielded excellent trophies.  
Currently there are 25 game species 
on quota, ranging in size from suni 
to elephant.  As a member of cites 
Mozambique has a cites quota for 
both elephant and leopard, which 
are classified as cites 1.  there are 
currently 40 elephant on quota for 
Mozambique, and many exceptional 
trophies have been taken, including 
a few making the magical 100-pound 
mark.  Most of these big elephant have 

been taken in the northern regions 
of Niassa.  Unfortunately, because 
the U.s. Fish and Wildlife service 
still does not recognize the elephant 
quota, it currently will not allow 
the import of Mozambican elephant 
trophies; however, it does allow leopard 
imports into the country.  Buffalo 
and waterbuck were hunted heavily 
during the war, but they have made a 
comeback, and large herds of buffalo 
are once again common.

the war years took their toll on 
the Zambezi Delta, but, fortunately, 
because of the remoteness of the area 
it was largely spared.  Fifteen years 
af ter the war, the game has come 
back well and is flourishing.  the 
three distinct ecosystems surrounding 
the delta provide habitat for a wide 
range of animals.  the sand forests 
have excellent populations of red and 
blue duiker, leopard, and Livingstone 
suni.  the fringes are home to Chobe 
bushbuck, nyala, hyena, and bushpig, 
while the tropical savanna has herds of 
sable, Livingstone eland, Cape buffalo, 
zebra, Lichtenstein hartebeest, and 
oribi.  the flood plains during 

the drier months of the hunting 
season have hundreds of waterbuck, 
warthog, and common reedbuck.  the 
swamps are home to elephant, hippo, 
crocodile, and some of Africa’s largest 
herds of Cape buffalo.  the Zambezi 
Delta is still one of the few places in 
Africa where one can do a full-bag 
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COUTADAS or oFFiCiAL HUNtiNG BLoCks and Harvest results for 2002
                          
 Coutada’s 5 6 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 tchum tchato Dist rito do Magoo Zona tampao da rusorva do Niassa             total
           Daque Bawa Mulambe Muze Chawalo thuvi Nhend A B C D1 D2 E C. Comun. Chip. Cheto  
 Baboon 10 20 10 15 15 15 5 15 15 8 20 6 6 6 10 6 10 10 20 6 7 5 0 10 250
 Buffalo 4 0 4 20 22 18 5 20 0 3 35 8 3 2 5 2 7 13 10 4 7 7 5 6 210
 Bushbuck 6 6 6 15 20 15 5 15 6 8 3 6 6 4 0 3 4 6 6 4 5 6 0 3 158
 Bushpig 6 12 6 20 15 15 5 15 15 2 4 8 6 4 4 8 5 5 5 4 5 6 10 10 195
 Bustards 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
 Crocodile 15 10 0 15 4 15 2 15 15 10 20 6 10 10 10 12 3 5 5 2 4 3 0 6 197
 Ducks & geese 10 30 0 20 60 20 0 40 15 25 30 20 20 20 22 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 352
 Duikers, suni & oribi 8 12 30 30 40 30 10 30 6 8 6 10 10 10 10 8 15 13 10 11 10 15 30 10 372
 Eland 0 0 6 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 3 3 10 3 8 5 2 4 55
 Elephant 0 0 2 2 2 2 0 2 0 4 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 2 34
 Francolin 10 30 30 25 30 25 10 25 30 0 10 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 235
 Guinea fowl 10 25 30 25 30 25 10 25 30 22 20 20 15 15 20 20 10 10 10 6 15 10 0 0 403
 Hartebeest, Lichtenstein 0 0 6 6 10 8 2 4 0 0 10 6 0 0 0 2 2 2 10 4 5 9 3 3 92
 Hippo 2 0 0 3 2 2 0 2 2 10 10 6 8 6 8 8 1 3 5 3 4 3 7 1 96
 Hyena 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
 impala 10 2 8 0 1 4 8 2 4 12 0 10 6 6 15 6 8 6 14 3 5 4 4 0 138
 kudu 4 6 12 0 0 2 5 0 0 8 10 8 5 6 8 10 10 10 9 2 2 10 4 3 134
 Leopard 1 0 0 3 3 3 0 2 0 3 4 2 2 3 2 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 0 3 50
 Lion 2 0 1 2 1 1 0 1 1 3 2 3 2 1 1 2 2 3 4 2 2 3 0 0 39
 Nyala 4 6 1 6 10 10 0 6 5 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 50
 reedbuck 6 4 6 15 15 12 5 15 6 4 4 6 3 2 0 2 0 0 5 4 7 12 10 10 153
 sable 2 2 6 10 12 8 1 8 2 4 4 8 6 2 2 3 4 10 16 7 12 13 8 10 160
 Waterbuck 3 4 0 8 5 3 0 8 0 2 4 6 2 2 0 2 2 6 8 6 6 10 0 5 92
 Warthog 10 15 15 25 20 25 10 15 12 8 8 15 6 6 5 8 12 12 18 10 12 20 0 10 297
 Wildebeest 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 6
 Zebra 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

132 Safari Guide 2007–2008

table7.2

SGCH07_Mozambique.indd   132 5/7/2008   12:25:48 PM



M
o
z
a
m

b
iq

u
e

COUTADAS or oFFiCiAL HUNtiNG BLoCks and Harvest results for 2002
                          
 Coutada’s 5 6 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 tchum tchato Dist rito do Magoo Zona tampao da rusorva do Niassa             total
           Daque Bawa Mulambe Muze Chawalo thuvi Nhend A B C D1 D2 E C. Comun. Chip. Cheto  
 Baboon 10 20 10 15 15 15 5 15 15 8 20 6 6 6 10 6 10 10 20 6 7 5 0 10 250
 Buffalo 4 0 4 20 22 18 5 20 0 3 35 8 3 2 5 2 7 13 10 4 7 7 5 6 210
 Bushbuck 6 6 6 15 20 15 5 15 6 8 3 6 6 4 0 3 4 6 6 4 5 6 0 3 158
 Bushpig 6 12 6 20 15 15 5 15 15 2 4 8 6 4 4 8 5 5 5 4 5 6 10 10 195
 Bustards 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
 Crocodile 15 10 0 15 4 15 2 15 15 10 20 6 10 10 10 12 3 5 5 2 4 3 0 6 197
 Ducks & geese 10 30 0 20 60 20 0 40 15 25 30 20 20 20 22 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 352
 Duikers, suni & oribi 8 12 30 30 40 30 10 30 6 8 6 10 10 10 10 8 15 13 10 11 10 15 30 10 372
 Eland 0 0 6 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 3 3 10 3 8 5 2 4 55
 Elephant 0 0 2 2 2 2 0 2 0 4 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 2 34
 Francolin 10 30 30 25 30 25 10 25 30 0 10 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 235
 Guinea fowl 10 25 30 25 30 25 10 25 30 22 20 20 15 15 20 20 10 10 10 6 15 10 0 0 403
 Hartebeest, Lichtenstein 0 0 6 6 10 8 2 4 0 0 10 6 0 0 0 2 2 2 10 4 5 9 3 3 92
 Hippo 2 0 0 3 2 2 0 2 2 10 10 6 8 6 8 8 1 3 5 3 4 3 7 1 96
 Hyena 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
 impala 10 2 8 0 1 4 8 2 4 12 0 10 6 6 15 6 8 6 14 3 5 4 4 0 138
 kudu 4 6 12 0 0 2 5 0 0 8 10 8 5 6 8 10 10 10 9 2 2 10 4 3 134
 Leopard 1 0 0 3 3 3 0 2 0 3 4 2 2 3 2 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 0 3 50
 Lion 2 0 1 2 1 1 0 1 1 3 2 3 2 1 1 2 2 3 4 2 2 3 0 0 39
 Nyala 4 6 1 6 10 10 0 6 5 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 50
 reedbuck 6 4 6 15 15 12 5 15 6 4 4 6 3 2 0 2 0 0 5 4 7 12 10 10 153
 sable 2 2 6 10 12 8 1 8 2 4 4 8 6 2 2 3 4 10 16 7 12 13 8 10 160
 Waterbuck 3 4 0 8 5 3 0 8 0 2 4 6 2 2 0 2 2 6 8 6 6 10 0 5 92
 Warthog 10 15 15 25 20 25 10 15 12 8 8 15 6 6 5 8 12 12 18 10 12 20 0 10 297
 Wildebeest 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 6
 Zebra 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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BLoCk A 2004 2004 2004 2004
species quota req.by Harvest   
  LUWirE            remaining
Baboon (macaco cão)  10 5 5 5
Buffalo (búfalo)  6 4 4 2
Bushbuck (imbabala)  3 2 0 3
Bushpig (porco bravo)  5 2 2 3
Crocodile (crocodilo)  2 1 1 1
Duiker, com. (cabrito, cinzen.)  4 2 2 2
Duiker, red (cabrito, vermelho)  4 1 1 3
Eland (elande)  3 1 0 3
Elephant (elefante)  0 0 0 0
Grysbok (grysbock)  1 1 0 1
Guinea fowl (galinha mato)  10 5 5 5
Hartebeest, l. (gondonga/vaca mato) 2 1 1 1
Hippo (hipopotamo)  1 1 1 0
impala (impala)  8 8 7 1
kudu, greater (cudo)  6 2 1 5
Leopard (leopardo)  4 4 4 0
Lion (leão)  2 1 1 1
reedbuck (chango)  0 0 0 0
sable (pala-pala)  3 0 0 3
suni (chengane)  2 1 1 1
Waterbuck (inhacoso)  2 2 2 0
Warthog (facocero)  10 8 7 3
Wildebeest (cocone ou boi cavalo)  1 1 1 0
Zebra (zebra)  3 1 1 2
totAL   82 49 42 
% of total     60% 51% 

  
BLoCk C 2004 2004 2004 2004
species quota req.by Harvest   
  LUWirE       remaining 
Baboon (macaco cão) 20 10 10 10
Buffalo (búfalo)  10 5 4 6
Bushbuck(imbabala)  5 4 3 2
Bushpig (porco bravo)  5 4 4 1
Crocodile (crocodilo)  5 3 2 3
Duiker, com. (cabrito, cinzen.)  5 3 2 3
Duiker, red (cabrito, vermelho)  2 1 0 2
Eland (elande)  5 4 4 1
Elephant (elefante)  2 2 2 0
Grysbok (grysbock)  1 1 0 1
Guinea fowl (galinha mato)  10 5 5 5
Hartebeest, l. (gondonga/vaca mato) 8 6 6 2
Hippo (hipopotamo)  4 4 4 0
impala (impala)  13 9 7 6
kudu, greater (cudo)  8 5 4 4
Leopard (leopardo)  6 4 3 3
Lion (leão)  4 4 4 0
reedbuck (chango)  5 4 2 3
sable (pala-pala)  10 8 8 2
suni (chengane)  2 1 0 2
Waterbuck (inhacoso)  13 9 9 4
Warthog (facocero)  4 4 4 0
Wildebeest (cocone ou boi cavalo)  3 2 2 1
Zebra (zebra)  6 4 4 2
totAL   136 96 83  
% of total     71% 61%  

BLoCk A 2005 2005 2005 2005
species quota  quota quota quota
 request  Granted  Purchased  Used
Baboon (macaco cão) 10 10 6 6
Buffalo (búfalo) 7 7 4 4
Bushbuck (imbabala) 4 4 2 2
Bushpig (porco bravo)) 5 5 2 2
Crocodile (crocodilo) 3 3 1 1
Duiker, common (cabrito, cinzen.) 15 15 4 4
Eland (elande) 3 3 1 1
Elephant (elefante) 1 1 1 1
Guinea fowl (galinha mato) 10 10 5 5
Hartebeest, l (gondonga/vaca mato) 2 2 1 0
Hippo (hipopotamo) 1 1 1 1
impala (impala) 8 8 8 8
kudu, greater (cudo) 10 10 3 3
Leopard (leopardo) 4 4 3 3
Lion (leão) 2 2 2 2
reedbuck (chango) 0 0 0 0
sable (pala-pala) 4 4 1 1
Waterbuck (inhacoso) 2 2 2 2
Warthog (facocero) 12 12 6 4
Wildebeest (cocone ou boi cavalo) 1 1 1 1
Zebra (zebra) 3 3 1 0
totals 97 97 49 45

BLoCk C 2005 2005 2005 2005
species quota  quota quota quota
 request  Granted  Purchased  Used
Baboon (macaco cão) 20 20 20 14
Buffalo (búfalo) 10 10 7 7
Bushbuck(imbabala) 6 6 5 5
Bushpig (porco bravo) 5 5 2 2
Crocodile (crocodilo) 5 5 2 2
Duiker, common (cabrito, cinzen.) 10 10 5 4
Eland (elande) 10 10 2 2
Elephant (elefante) 2 2 2 2
Guinea fowl (galinha mato) 10 10 5 5
Hartebeest, l (gondonga/vaca mato) 10 10 7 7
Hippo (hipopotamo) 5 5 5 5
impala (impala) 14 14 14 14
kudu, greater (cudo) 9 9 6 6
Leopard (leopardo) 6 6 4 4
Lion (leão) 4 4 4 4
reedbuck(chango) 5 5 3 3
sable (pala-pala) 16 16 13 13
Waterbuck (inhacoso) 8 8 5 5
Warthog (facocero) 18 18 17 17
Wildebeest (cocone ou boi cavalo) 1 1 1 1
Zebra( zebra) 6 6 3 3
totals 160 160 112 111
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classic safari like those in the golden 
age of hunting. 

HUNtiNG    
 rEGULAtioNs

by Jamie Wilson 

the hunting season runs from 
the beginning of April to the end of 
september.  Each hunting client must 
send—well in advance—six passport photos, 
personal details (copies of passport), and 
species desired to the outfitter’s office.  
the wildlife department then issues a 
hunting license with the hunter’s photo 
attached and the species requested.  
Non-Mozambique residents must be 
accompanied by a licensed Mozambique 
guide and carry their hunting licenses 
while in the field.  the professional hunter 
will advise the client of local wildlife 
laws and ensure the legality of the hunt.  
regulations include:

1. No hunting is allowed within 
200 yards of an aircraft, motor 
vehicle, or boat (except for hunting 
crocodile).

2. the hunting of 
lion, leopard, 
crocodile, 
and bushpig 
d u r i n g 
h o u r s  o f 
darkness is legal. 

3. there is no lega l 
minimum number 
of days specified for 
hunting any species, nor 
is there an amount 

specified for the number of species a 
client may take.  Each safari company 
regulates both the minimum number 
of days necessary to hunt a particular 
species and the number of species a 
hunter may take.  in order to manage 
the wildlife wisely, most companies 
adhere to the norm of a 14-day hunt 
for leopard, a 15-day hunt for lion, 
and a 21-day hunt for elephant. 

4. Bow hunting is unrestricted and all 
species may be taken by a bow.

FirEArMs    
 iMPortAtioN AND  
 rEstriCtioNs

by Jamie Wilson

to apply for a firearms permit, a client 
must furnish his safari company* with 
three passport photographs and a copy of 
the information page of a valid passport.  
the safari company then applies to the 
Ministry of interior for the permit.  

the safari company sends the ministry 
a cover letter, the firearm particulars, and 
the client’s details (passport information).  
Permits are normally issued within three 
weeks.  once the permit is obtained, the 
safari company then applies to customs 
for an exemption to pay duty or a deposit 
on the value of the firearms.  the safari 
company must take care to stipulate the 
port of entry since this will be endorsed 
on the documents, and some road borders 
will refuse entry.  it is best to enter via 
air through the official ports of entry:  
Maputo, Beira, or Pemba.  

Upon arrival, a customs official 
will check the 

firearms and annotate the back of the 
permit with a stamp, signature, and the 
date of arrival.  When exiting the country, 
the utmost care must be taken that the 
documents are submitted and proof sent 
to central customs by the company.  these 
are the regulations:

1. Four firearms may be imported 
per client.  in exceptional cases, an 
exemption to import more firearms 
may be granted.

2. Automat ic or semiautomat ic 
rif les are prohibited.  shotguns 
for bird hunting are exempt from 
this prohibition.

3. Handguns are permit t ed by 
special request.

4. Whi le t here are no ca liber 
restrictions, a rifle of .375 and up is 
recommended for buffalo and .300 
for cats and medium antelope.  rifles 
of .270 can be used for small game 
as well as shotguns for duiker.

5. Bow hunting is legal.  At the time of 
the publication of this book, there 
were no restrictions on bow hunting 
for dangerous game.

6. Adequate ammunition should be 
imported.  your professional hunter/
outfitter will advise you on the quantities 
and types of ammunition to bring.  
the maximum you can import is 
100 rounds for rifles, 200 rounds for 
shotguns, and 50 rounds for handguns. 

(*Please note:  1) Only bona fide, registered, established 
safari companies (Mozambican registered) can 
apply for and be granted temporary import firearms 
permits for clients and/or professional hunters; 2) 
the Niassa Reserve operators have to produce 
more information than other coutada operators.)  
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ADDrEssEs oF ProFEssioNAL 
HUNtErs’ AssoCiAtioNs

Contact information for the Mozambique 
safar i operators Associat ion 
includes the following:

Ad a m o  Va l i — e - m a i l  a d d r e s s 
adamov@hollard.co.mz

Carlos Pacheco Faria—e-mail address: 
promotur@tvcabo.co.mz

tiPs oN    
 trAVELiNG ABroAD

Health:  (information on health 
care was obtained f rom the Web 
sites for the Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta, Georgia, and the 
U.s. Department of state.)  Medical 
facilities are rudimentary, and most 
medical prov iders do not speak 
English.  Medicines are not always 
available.  there are both public and 
private medical facilities in the cit y of 
Maputo.  All health care institutions 
and providers require payment at the 
time of service, and may even require 
payment before ser v ice is given.  
While some private clinics accept 
credit cards, many medical facilities 
do not.  outside of Maputo, available 

medical care ranges from very basic to 
nonexistent, and doctors and hospitals 
will expect immediate cash payment 
for health services. 

Mozambique is facing a severe, 
generalized hiv/aids epidemic, but the 
impact is not uniformly distributed.  
the civil war restricted movement 
within and outside the country until 
1992, but economic and commercial 
activit y since then has rapidly fueled 
hiv prevalence to levels nearly as high 
as those in neighboring countries.  
Prevalence of hiv infection is estimated 
to be 15 percent in 2005, with more 
than 500 new infections each day.  
Mozambique suffers co-epidemics of 
tuberculosis (tB) and malaria as well as 
seasonal cholera outbreaks, all of which 
exacerbate the impact of hiv/aids.   

Malaria exists throughout the 
year in all areas including urban 
areas.  travelers to Mozambique 
should take malaria prophylaxis.  
P. falciparum malaria, a serious 
and sometimes fatal st rain found 
in Mozambique, is resistant to the 
antimalarial drug chloroquine.  Because 
travelers to Mozambique are at high risk 
of contracting malaria, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

advises that travelers should take one 
of the following antimalarial drugs:  
mefloquine (Lariam), doxycycline, or 
atovaquone/proguanil (Malarone).  in 
addition, other personal protective 
measures, such as the use of insect 
repellent, help reduce malaria risk.  
travelers who become ill with a fever 
or flulike illness while traveling in a 
malaria-risk area, and up to one year 
after returning home, should seek 
prompt medical attention and tell the 
physician their travel history and what 
antimalarial medications they have 
been taking. 

A yellow fever certif ication of 
vaccination is required if the traveler 
is arriving in Mozambique within 
six days of leaving an infected area.  
(see “General Health and travel 
Advisories” in front.)

travel risks:  (information was 
obtained from the Web site for the U.s. 
Department of state.)  Unexploded land 
mines are a problem in Mozambique.  
stay on roads and seek local advice 
before wandering off track—no matter 
where you are.  Armed robbery and 
drive-by thef t at gunpoint are not 
uncommon in Maputo.  Women are 
advised not to walk alone along any 
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beach in Mozambique, and travel by 
convoy is recommended throughout 
the country because of the risk of 
banditr y.  the border with south 
Africa has had its share of bandit 
problems, so take precautions if you 
are making the crossing alone.

overland t ravel af ter dark is 
ver y dangerous due to poor road 
condi t ions ,  lack o f  emergenc y 
services, and increased potential for 
vehicle hijacking.  Visitors should 
be particularly vigilant when driving 
on the main highway connecting 
Mozambique and south Africa, where 
t ravelers have had their vehicles 
stolen and, in some instances, have 
been robbed and assaulted.  official 
Americans serving in Mozambique 
are prohibited from overland travel 
outside Maputo cit y limits af ter 
dark and are encouraged to travel 
in convoys of two or more vehicles 
when outside of t he cit y during 
daylight hours.  Police checkpoints 
are common and police off icers 
frequently harass foreigners. 

Violent urban crime is also a 
problem.  street crimes, including 
muggings, purse snatching, and 
pickpocketing are common, both in 
Maputo and secondary cities.  over 
the past year (2005) there has been a 
significant increase in attacks against 
foreigners.  Americans have been 
victims of sexual assault and armed 
robbery.  Visitors must be vigilant 
when out in public areas and should 
not display jewelry or other expensive 

items.  isolated areas should 
be avoided.  Joggers and 
pedestrians frequently have 
been mugged, even during 
daylight hours.  Visitors should 
not walk at night, even in well-
known tourist areas. 

Despit e more police 
patrols in areas frequented 
by foreigners, these areas 
remain dangerous because 
the police are poorly paid, 
poorly equipped, and lack 
the professionalism that U.s. 
citizens are accustomed to in the 
United states.  Mozambican 
law requires that all persons 

carry an identit y document, such as 
a passport, when out in public and 
produce it if requested by police.  A 
notarized copy of the biographical 
page and the Mozambican visa are 
acceptable.  there are certain areas in 
the cit y of Maputo where pedestrian 
traffic is prohibited (e.g., in front of the 
presidential offices located north of the 
Hotel Polana on the sea side of Avenida 
Julius Nyerere).  Demonstrations are 
infrequent but should be avoided when 
they do occur. 

the loss or thef t abroad of a 
U.s. passport should be reported 
immediately to the local police and 
the nearest U.s. embassy or consul-
ate.  if you are the victim of a crime 
while overseas, in addition to report-
ing to local police, please contact the 
nearest U.s. embassy or consulate for 
assistance.  the embassy/consulate 
staff can, for example, assist you in 
f inding appro-

priate medical care, in contacting 
family members or f r iends, and 
in explaining how funds could be 
transferred.  Although the investiga-
tion and prosecution of the crime 
is solely the responsibilit y of local 
authorities, consular officers can help 
you to understand the local criminal 
justice process and to find an attorney 
if needed.

the U.s. Embassy 
193 Avenida kenneth kaunda
Maputo, Mozambique
telephone:  (258-1) 49-27-97
telephone for after-hours emergencies:    

  (258-1) 49-07-23 
Fax:  (258-1) 49-04-48
consularmaputo@state.gov
the Embassy’s general Web site is:
http://www.usembassy-maputo.gov.mz/.

soc ia l  Convent ions :   it  i s 
customar y to shake hands when 
greeting someone.  the courtesies and 
modes of address followed in Portugal 
and other Latin countries are still 
observed.  Casual wear is acceptable, 
and formal dress is seldom required.  it 
should be mentioned that visitors are 
prohibited from taking photographs 
of soldiers, airpor ts, br idges, or 
government/public buildings.  Photos 
may be taken of beaches and other 
tourist spots.  tipping is not generally 
expected once outside Maputo.  in 
Maputo and other tourist y areas, 
about 5 percent of the bill is normal. 
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introduction

Until the 1970s, Mozambique 
was a sought-after hunting destination.  
However, this changed dramatically 
with the outbreak of the guerrilla 
warfare in the country.  First, there was 
the war that preceded its independence 
in 1975, and then there was the “war of 
liberation” after independence, which 
turned into a civil war and lasted 
until 1992.  By the end of these wars, 
Mozambique was one of the poorest 
countries in the world.  Following the 
signing of the peace accord in 1992, 
and on the back of significant foreign 
investment, the country has made a 
miraculous recovery.  in the last five 
years it has become a popular holiday 
destination, mainly for south African 
tourists but also for other foreigners 
seeking the attractions of seaside and 
tropical island holidays, which include  
fishing, scuba diving, bird watching, 
and, of course, hunting.

the official hunting concessions 
in Mozambique are ref er red to 
as coutadas, of which t here are 
current ly nine.  these 
concession areas var y in 
size f rom approximately 
775 square miles (2,000 
square kilometers) to many 
that are more than double 
that in size.  in addition to 
these coutadas, there are 
also eight hunting areas 
in and around the Niassa 
reserve, in the north of 
the count r y against the 
border with tanzania, and 
in seven communit y areas 
near Cabora Bassa, a very 
large, inland dam or lake 
as it is more commonly 

ref er red to.  Game ranching in 
Mozambique is still new at this stage, 
and, although many areas have been 
allocated, i am not aware that any are 
currently offering hunting packages.

the countr y, however, boasts 
some real wilderness hunting regions, 
for example:

1. t he Niassa reser ve, which is 
situated in the northern highland 
region toward the tanzanian border 
and adjacent to Lake Niassa;

2. the Cabora Bassa region, stretching 
from the Zimbabwe border eastward 
along the Zambezi river and the 
southern banks of Cabora Bassa;

3. the area referred to as “southern 
Mozambique region,” which borders 
south Africa and the new trans 
Frontier Park that extends across 
parts of both countries; and

4. the Zambezi Delta region, which 
offers a unique opportunity to hunt 
four of the Big Five and some of 
the most exciting of the tiny ten in 
a hunting area that includes both 
swamps and forests.

it was the Zambezi Delta region 
that lured me, and i arranged a 
Mozambique safari in coutada 11 
with my great friend and longtime 
hunting partner, Les Johnston.  We 
both love buffalo hunting and are 
always looking for different natural 
wilderness areas in which to hunt this 
wild ox of Africa—a game animal that 
can so quickly turn into the “hunter 
of hunters.”

travel to Mozambique

the manager of our game ranch in 
the lowveld of south Africa, John Luyt, 
introduced us to a Mozambican safari 
outfitter who had access to concessions in 
the Zambezi Delta.  since our trip, flights 
out of Johannesburg to Beira (the closest 
international airport in Mozambique to 
the hunting area) are now on a regular 
schedule and there are also direct flights 
from Europe to Beira.  Access to the 
various hunting areas is usually via  
charter plane arranged by the safari 
outfitter with whom you have booked.  
travel by road still takes an inordinate 

a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  i n 
Mozambique and the trip 
is bound to take even longer 
because of roadblocks 
and ot her unplanned 
interruptions, so, if you 
can, don’t go there!

if you choose to hunt 
in  t he  Cabor a  Bassa 
concessions (which still 
produce good-qua l i t y 
e l ephant s ) ,  a c ce s s  i s 
often from Zimbabwe or 
even directly from south 
Africa.  i am not going 
t o dea l  w i t h hunt ing 
in these coutadas since 

What to Expect When Hunting in Mozambique
by

Mark Bristow 
with contributions from Peter kennedy
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the hunting is ver y lit t le different 
f rom hunt ing in Zimbabwe just 
across t he border, and, in fac t , 
much of the hunting in the Cabora 
Bassa concessions is being done by 
Zimbabwean out fit ters.

the safari out f it ter we chose 
offered a charter service (a single 
engine, six-seater Cessna 206), which 
collected our part y of three f rom 
Johannesburg international Airport 
and flew us via Nelspruit, where we 
cleared south African immigration 
and customs (relatively painlessly).  
Nelspruit Airport consisted of a lone, 
tarred landing strip; a few, small, 
prefabricated buildings; and a couple of 
sleepy officials who were, nevertheless, 
quite friendly and efficient.  We were 
soon on our way to Beira.  the whole 
flight took four bumpy hours.

i have always found clearing firearms 
out of south Africa to be a painless exercise 
as long as you have the correct forms, the 
necessary temporary export permit, and 
back-up documentation supplied by the 
safari outfitter.  in our case, everything 
went very smoothly, and, if there were 
any hiccups, we did not experience them 
because our pilot and the “meet and greet” 
agent supplied by the safari outfitter in 
Beira took good care of things.

Beira Airport was built in colonial 
times and not much has been spent on 

its maintenance since then.  However, 
it was all but empt y when we arrived, 
and the neatly uniformed and friendly 
officials, who spoke a smattering of 
English, dealt with the formalities, 
which took about an hour and a 
half, in the usual, unhurried African 
manner.  quite what the delay would 
have been like had we arrived on a 
busy, scheduled, commercial flight, 
i can only guess.  one thing to 
remember:  Do not take photos of 
airports or other official buildings in 
Mozambique.  you never know when 
some policeman or soldier is going to 
take offense at this, so it is better not 
to run the risk—although what harm 
it can do Heaven alone knows.

For our part, we paid the standard 
fees in dollars, which we had been 
forewarned about.  A suggestion in 
this regard, if you can, let the “meet 
and greet” agent do all the talking, 
dealing, and paying.  try not to get 
involved in any debates, discussions, 
and, par ticularly, arguments with 
airport officials or, for that matter, with 
officials from government wildlife and 
conservation departments.

Arrival in Mozambique

Most v isitors to Mozambique 
need visas (which you can get from 

your nearest embassy, and, if you do 
not have an embassy near you, ask 
your safari outfitter for assistance).  
it is also possible to obtain visas on 
arrival, but, again, you should check 
with your safari outfit ter to make 
sure you have documentation clearly 
stat ing that you have made such 
arrangements; otherwise, the airline 
you travel with might prevent you 
from boarding the aircraft.

in order to hunt in Mozambique 
legally, you will need to hunt with a 
licensed Mozambican safari outfitter.  
ten to fourteen weeks before your 
arrival, you will need to send your 
outfitter two passport-size photographs, 
a copy of your passport, as well as the 
following details of the rifles you will 
be taking into the country:  caliber of 
rifle, make, and serial number.  you 
will also be required to purchase 
your game licenses, a general hunting 
card, and a rifle permit.  Unlike some 
countries in Africa, in Mozambique you 
have to purchase your game licenses 
before you can hunt a specific species, 
so it is important to spend some time 
thinking about what you want to hunt 
and discussing this with the outfitter 
and, if you can, with an experienced 
Mozambican hunter as well.  the good 
thing about sending in the paperwork 
ahead of your trip is that your papers 
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will all be processed and waiting for 
you on arrival.

Although you cannot rely on this, 
most safari camps will have a spare 
hunting license or two in camp that can 
be quite useful at times.  it is also worth 
bearing in mind that cabrito—which 
means small goat in Portuguese—on 
your hunting license covers all the 
duikers as well as suni and oribi and 
can, therefore, be used for one or more 
of all these members of the southern 
African tiny ten.

on the road to the safari Area

so, with the paperwork done, our 
passports stamped, and guns inspected, 
we piled back into our small plane and 
headed off to the concession, which 
boasted a runway just a few hundred 
yards from the camp.

the Zambezi Delta is approximately 
125 miles (200 kilometers) long.  
sugar estates are situated along the 
northwestern side of the delta, and our 
tented camp was established about 38 
miles (60 kilometers) downriver from 
the village of Marromeu.  this village 
is on the southeastern side of the delta 
near the edge of a rain forest, about 
28 miles (45 kilometers) from swamps 
that extend throughout the entire delta.  
the region is divided into four hunting 
concessions or coutadas (10, 11, 12, 
and 14) and the Marromeu Buffalo 

reserve.  No hunting 
is meant to take place 
in t he reser ve, but 
t he boundar ies are 
nonexistent, and the 
area is devoid of people 
other than poachers.  
Apart from the camp 
of coutada 14, which is 
positioned virtually on 
the edge of the swamp, 
the camps of the other 
concessions are situated 
well away (three to four 
hours’ drive) from the 
swamp’s edge, and 
coutada 12’s camp is 
even farther still.  

Coutada 10 has a 
permanent fly camp on 

the swamp edge very close to where the 
famous Gustav Guex used to camp—the 
concrete slabs of his camp are still 
visible.  the manager of coutada 11 
would like to establish a fly camp in 
the swamps themselves.  

our tented camp was built on the 
ruins of Camp Champalino, which 
was originally built by a Portuguese 
businessman and frequented by quite 
a few members of the Portuguese 
aristocracy over the years.  it was later 
used by safarilandia and still later 
taken over by renamo and used as one 
of its headquarters during the civil war.  
the current camp continues to employ 
one or two of the old retainers, one 
of whom, Nazua, knew Gustav Guex, 
mentioned by the late Harry Manners 
in his book Kambaku.  Guex was 
credited with shooting some 10,000 
buffalo with a .318, mostly to feed the 
staff of the sugar estates. 

our camp was located on the 
fringe of one of the many rain forests 
that grow along the edge of the Zambezi 
Delta, and each tent had its own private 
sink and was set apart from the dining 
area.  over the last ten or so years 
that i have been hunting seriously, 
tented safari camps have become very 
comfortable and, in some concessions, 
quite luxurious.  Washing and ironing 
is done every day.  if you request a 
specific food or drink in advance, it 
will be provided.  in addition, there 

is a rudimentary market at Marromeu, 
about one and a half hours away by 
vehicle, where beef, chicken, and fresh 
vegetables, amongst a few other things, 
are available.  overall, the food was 
interesting and reasonably varied, 
although primarily based on the birds 
and beasts we shot.

What was different, however, was 
the bird life in the forests around our 
camp.  in fact, not only were the swamps 
a great hunting wilderness area, but the 
region was a birdwatcher’s paradise.  
While there, we saw some of the rarer 
southern African species such as the 
narina trogon and Angolan pitta.

the forests appear in random 
clumps down each side of the delta, like 
stubble on the chin of a man who has 
shaved in the dark.  they often consist 
of tall, hardwood trees, which form a 
complete canopy.  in the center they are 
quite dark and barren and, apart from 
the odd vine, are reasonably free from 
vegetation.  toward the fringes of the 
forests, where the sun can penetrate, 
the rain forests give way to gallery 
forests, the undergrowth becomes 
thicker, and there is more wildlife.  the 
forests themselves are interspersed with 
grasslands, vleis, and pans.

A word of warning here.  Poachers 
are active in these more open and 
accessible areas and often set ver y 
strong traps, which are made by the 
local blacksmith from truck springs.  
if a person were to spring one, quite 
simply it would be the end of his 
safari.  Do not walk or run, therefore, 
in front of your trackers or PH.  stay 
behind them and stay in their footsteps.  
they know the local conditions and 
will know where the traps are likely to 
be; consequently, they will be able to 
spot them well in advance.  the same 
warning does not apply to the swamps.  
Because of the difficult y of moving 
about and recovering meat in the area, 
poachers usually leave it alone.  i have 
found the game there to be relatively 
calm and unmolested.

there are a few small herds of 
buffalo in these forests, but they cannot 
be hunted with any degree of certainty, 
and it is more by luck than anything 
else when one of these forest dwellers 
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is shot.  you may also chance on a herd 
emerging from the forests at dusk to feed 
on the flood plains, but the chances are 
too remote for this to constitute a reliable 
hunt.  No, for reliability, you simply have 
to venture into the swamp!

on the flight into the concession, 
we made a few low-level circuits over the 
swamps, and i took some rough GPs way- 
points when we saw buffalo.  Although 
it seemed almost irrelevant at the time, it 
later became the difference between me 
shooting two buffalo in the swamps and 
Les, my partner, not getting one. 

 

During the Hunt

Having arrived reasonably early 
in the morning, we went for a drive, 
set up some targets, and zeroed our 
rifles.  this, to my mind, is one of the 
most important exercises on any hunt.  
i always make time to set up proper 
targets and shoot my rifles, for this 
helps me to make sure that they are still 
zeroed after the travel and it reminds 

me exactly how they shoot.  this is 
particularly important for a double 
rifle, which you cannot zero as precisely 
as a scoped magazine rifle; moreover, 
you have to know where each barrel 
shoots.  on this topic, there is another 
thing i have always found useful:  if 
during the hunt i ever miss a shot or 
feel uncomfortable about my shooting, 
i stop the hunt, return to the “shooting 
range,” and check my rifle again.  i can 
remember many incidents of animals 
being wounded because, for some or 
another reason, a rifle was inadvertently 
bumped without this being noticed and 
the scope’s aiming point was changed.  
in the swamps, as you will read later, this 
can happen more easily than in many 
other environments.

A lso,  i  of t en use sof t nose 
ammunition for plains game and then 
go buffalo hunting with the same 
rif le loaded with solids, which, of 
course, perform totally differently to 
the softnoses.  i make sure i shoot a 
couple of rounds of all the different 

ammunition i plan to use on the hunt 
during my sighting-in session.

As far as rifles and calibers go, 
there are many books writ ten on 
the subject.  For what it is worth, my 
opinion is not original.  ruark said it 
best.  When hunting big and dangerous 
game in Africa, use enough gun!  on 
every African big-game safari, i always 
travel with a .470NE double and take 
my trusted and scoped .375 H&H as 
a backup and for plains game.  it’s also 
good for leopard and lion and perfect for 
the tiny ten when loaded with solids.  
other hunters may give different advice, 
but—bottom line—you need to take the 
rifle you understand and can shoot with 
because bullet placement is ultimately 
what counts.

the swamps in the delta are tough 
to hunt.  they consist of deep, open-water 
channels and smaller wadeable ones; 
floating grass beds that must be traversed on 
bamboo poles to stop yourself sinking into 
the water on which they float; impenetrable 
papyrus thickets through which you have 
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to hack your way with pangas; muddy river 
banks; many other slippery, boot sucking, 
muddy patches; and the occasional and 
welcome island of terra firma.  When 
crossing the water channels that weave 
their weary way through the swamps like 
drunken sailors, it is not unusual to step into 
a sunken elephant foot print and be totally 
and instantly submerged; consequently, it 
is important to wear boots that will drain 
quickly.  Gloves are also essential as the saw 
grass will cut your hands to pieces when 
you grab it to steady yourself or grab it to 
keep from falling.  other useful equipment 
includes waterproof containers for things 
that must stay dry, a lightweight walking 
staff that can double as a rifle rest (there 
are no convenient trees in the swamps), 
and a “bore snake” to clean and dry your 
rifle after an involuntary swim.

to hunt in swamps you need to be 
reasonably fit, and, should you decide 
to go there, i would recommend that 
you enroll in a fitness program three to 
six months ahead of your departure—it 
is one investment that i can guarantee 
will pay handsome dividends.  A 
professional hunter friend of mine, who 
has hunted in these swamps many times, 
believes it is a specialist hunt and one 
that very few people undertake twice, 
the main reason being the physically 
taxing nature of the hunt itself.

Another key aspect of hunting in 
Mozambique is clothing.  it is always 
necessary to take appropriate clothing 
and many of the safari out fit ters i 
have hunted with supply a checklist.  
i have made my own over the years, 

and it includes the 
fol low ing: hard-
we a r i n g  s h i r t s 
made of cotton or 
the latest, modern, 
self-wicking material 
(two long sleeved 
and  t wo  shor t 
sleeved); t rousers 
(two long and two 
short); a warm jacket 
for the mornings 
and evenings; a light 
t racksuit; jogging 
shorts, and two t-
shirts; two pairs of 
comfortable walking 

boots; a pair of flip-flops or sandals for 
use in the shower and walking around 
the camp; a pair of running shoes; a 
couple of peaked or broad-brimmed sun 
hats (there is no shade in the swamps); 
a bug net to cover your face; an ample 
supply of sun cream; and a compact 
first-aid bag that includes cold and 
headache tablets, some diarrhea remedy, 
and a doctor-prescribed course of broad-
spectrum antibiotics.  in the swamps a 
malaria prophylaxis is essential, and i 
suggest that, well before leaving, you visit 
your local travel clinic and seek advice 
on the appropriate drugs to be taken 
for the region.

Hunting in the Zambezi Delta 
concessions incorporates four distinct 
habitats requiring different hunting 
techniques.  in the “old days,” to hunt in 
the swamps themselves was very difficult.  
Hunters used to walk on bamboo poles 
that had been laid across the top of the 
water grass.  this was to keep the hunter 
from disappearing through the grass and 
into the often deep water, for no one 
wanted a client to become crocodile bait!  
on our safari we used an amphibious  
Argo vehicle (a two-seater into which we 
packed four people), which was not in a 
great state of repair.  Many hours were 
spent during our journeys in the swamps 
floating in the hot sun whilst overhauling 
the fuel system of the small petrol engine 
that powered the vehicle.

Notwithstanding the frustration 
with its state of disrepair, it proved an 
invaluable tool.  it is quite remarkable 
where the Argo can go, but it is not built 

with comfort in mind.  i understand that, 
more recently, the process of moving 
in the swamps has been refined, and 
everyone now carries a GPs, which was 
not the case during my trip.  on this 
issue, if you are going to hunt in remote 
African wilderness areas, a good GPs is 
an invaluable tool, provided, of course, 
you know how to use it.  i have got into 
the habit of taking a waypoint every time 
i get out of a vehicle during a hunt, and i 
always carry spare batteries with me for 
the GPs.

We were up at four o’clock each 
morning, and it took us about three hours 
to drive in our Land Cruiser, towing the 
Argo, from our camp to the edge of the 
swamps about 27 miles (43 kilometers) 
away.  once the Argo was loaded and 
launched, it was an epic 9-hour, 10-mile 
(16-kilometer) round trip into the swamps 
through an extraordinary wilderness.

i did two trips out to the swamps, 
one to shoot my two buffaloes and the 
other to accompany Les, who did not 
get one.  Both trips were very physical, 
particularly the first one, where we spent 
many hours helping to hack our way 
through thickets of papyrus.  We also 
ran out of water and our food supplies 
were inadequate, but, i must say, what an 
experience!  Hunting buffalo is always 
exciting, but hunting buffalo up close 
in a swamp is exhilarating and real 
double-rifle stuff.

Having said that, it may sound 
strange to say that it is also a good bow-
hunting area for buffalo as well.  i say this 
for three reasons:  At last count there were 
over 7,500 buffalo, which is a lot; they 
are largely unmolested and calm; and 
the vegetation in the swamps allows the 
hunter to sneak up very close.

on my first trip, we arrived in the 
swamps rather late in the evening, at a 
waypoint i had taken on my GPs from the 
plane on the first day.  As we halted, we 
caught a glimpse of a telltale flight of egrets 
above the reeds.  We hurried forward and 
soon saw the black backs of buffaloes.  
Unfortunately, darkness won the race, and 
we returned to the Argo, pitched our tiny 
fly camp in the heart of the swamps, had 
a hasty but filling meal out of cans, and 
turned in dirty and tired—but not before 
watching in fascination as our two trackers 
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made a meal of freshwater turtles cooked 
upside down in their shells.

the next day we were up even 
earlier and homed in on the spot where 
we had last seen the buffalo, but they 
were long gone.  After hunting all day, i 
shot two, old, representative bulls—one 
with two, quick shots.  the other one 
was up close and personal and took 
nine shots to drop—as well as a few 
from John Luyt—all within a maximum 
range of thirt y yards and some a whole 
lot closer.  this encounter certainly 
reminded me that a .375 (which John 
used) is really not enough gun should 
the hunted turn hunter.  Give me my 
trust y double anytime!

this is how it happened.  After 
almost two hours of creeping through 
the swamps chasing flocks of egrets (all 
hunting in the swamps is by sight), we 
came upon an opening.  At the far end of 
the opening, we faced a thin line of reeds 
with a gap in it through which we could 
see the bank of one of the main channels.  
As we looked at the gap, a buffalo appeared 
broadside on and turned its head to look 
at me from a distance of about thirty 
paces.  He had a nice, old, worn boss and 
a reasonable spread.  What followed was 
the most educational buffalo hunt that i 
have ever had.

the .470 came up, and i fired both 
barrels into the shoulder of the bull 

inches apart from one another.  My 
double does not have ejectors, and, as 
i opened the barrels and tipped the 
cartridge cases out, the buffalo took 
two steps toward me, stuck its nose out, 
and looked carefully at me.  As i closed 
the barrels on two fresh rounds, i took 
a step backward and the buffalo came 
full bore.  i heard John (to my right 
and slightly behind me) fire his .375, 
and i saw the shot register on the bull’s 
chest.  it did not even blink let alone 
alter its, by now, full-blown charge.  By 
the time i mounted my rifle, the buffalo 
was about ten paces away.  i shot it in 
the chest and saw it visibly react to the 
shot and veer ever so slightly to my left.  
When i pulled the second trigger, the 
bull was about a yard from the end of 
my barrels as it brushed past me.  it ran 
a further fifteen paces bleeding from 
its nose and mouth before stopping, 
turning around and looking at me 
once again.  i shot it twice more in the 
chest and twice again as it ran off for 
some fift y paces before falling over on 
its side and dying.  i gave it one more 
in the back of the head to make doubly 
sure.  During this time, John also shot 
it a further two or three times.

the swamps are home to literally 
thousands of buffalo, but it is magical 
how they can just disappear.  i was able to 
shoot two in one day, but, when i returned 

a few days later with Les, after hunting 
from dawn to dusk, he eventually had 
to give up and go home empty-handed.  
As luck would have it, when we flew out 
a week later, Diana must have laughed at 
our efforts, for we passed over a number 
of big herds (in their hundreds) scattered 
throughout the swamps.

From what i can tell, most of the bulls 
in the Zambezi Delta fall into the 37- to 
39-inch category, but a fair percentage 
exceeds 40 inches.  Like almost every 
hunt anywhere, luck, perseverance, and 
selectivity all play an important role in 
securing large trophies.  i have a sneaking 
suspicion, however, that if you were to 
spend more time in the swamps, and 
penetrate deeper into it, you might be able 
to winkle out a real monster.

there are also elephant in the 
swamps, and while there may be as many 
as a few hundred at a time, they only seem 
to appear later in the hunting season 
when the surrounding water has dried 
up.  they seem relatively small in body 
with slender ivory and, if undisturbed, 
will remain in the area for a good while.  
in one early season hunt, a hunter took 
a 45-pounder, so it would seem as if, with 
a little patience, persistence, and luck, 
larger bulls might be found later in the 
season.  the hunting method is the same 
as for buffalo.

the second type of hunting and, 
for me, what really made the safari, was 
hunting those tiny antelope that Pete 
Flack refers to as the southern African 
“tiny ten.”  they live in and around 
the fringes of the forests, which are 
scattered around the swamps.  i found 
it is as exciting as hunting the buffalo 
and used my .375 H&H loaded with 
monolithic solids so as to not damage 
the trophy.  the hunting technique is to 
choose a forest, creep quietly in, sit down 
against a tree and then wait, listen, and 
look for the tiny animals to suddenly 
step out of nowhere, like fairies.  once 
you have spotted a little beast, you then 
have to determine its sex and whether it 
is a representative trophy.  once you have 
ticked all these boxes, the next step is to 
wait for a shooting opportunity, as you 
cannot move.  you only have one chance.  
Blow it and whoosh—it’s all gone!  i was 
able to shoot a blue duiker as well as a 
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Drinking water from a vine in the forests fringing the swamps.

suni, and both are fantastic trophies.  it 
took me five days.

the forest fringes, grasslands, pans, 
and vleis provide new habitats and 
different hunting techniques again.  there 
you can hunt, amongst others, eland, 
oribi, Lichtenstein hartebeest, reedbuck, 
waterbuck, Natal red duiker, Chobe 
bushbuck, nyala, and sable as well as 
leopard.  there i shot a gold-medal Natal 
red duiker and a good representative 
oribi.  Although the quality of the oribi 
in the area is moderate, the quality and 
numbers of the suni and duikers are 
outstanding, and i can really recommend 
the area for these animals.

We had leopard on our permits 
and, although we saw a bit of sign, 
never really got close enough to be able 
to shoot one.  quite frankly, we did not 
have enough time to hunt leopard on 
top of the buffalo in the swamps and 
the southern African “tiny ten” in 
and around the forests.  then again, 
the leopard do not come readily to bait, 
probably because there are so many 
duikers and suni, all of which are eaten 
in one sitting without the necessit y 
of returning to the kill for a second 
helping.  this means that cat hunting in 
the area is done with dogs.  While this 

can work for leopards as the dogs can 
and do bay them, lion cannot be bayed 
by dogs.  Chances at the big cats have 
to be taken on the run, which probably 
explains why so few lion (only one every 
other year or so) are shot in and around 
the swamps.

one day we had great sport hunting 
bushpig—of which there were many—in 
a lush, grassy area on the edge of the 
forest near our camp.  We could see the 
grass rippling as the pigs ran through 
it without actually being able to see the 
pigs themselves.  it required some very 
fast maneuvering to remain downwind 
of them while, at the same time, getting 
into position to take a shot at a sounder 
running across an opening in the long 
grass.  Fast reflexes and quick shooting 
were the order of the day.

the fourth habitat, requiring 
still another hunting technique is, of 
course, the Zambezi river itself.  there 
you can hunt hippo and crocodile, 
although, in the latter case, this takes 
place only really during July and 
August (mid-winter) when the water 
is cold and the crocs (who have no 
internal means of controlling their own 
temperatures) come out of the water to 
sun themselves.  When it is hot, these 

large, green dachshunds mostly stay in 
the water.

the hunt taught me so much.  there 
is a thought i would like to share in this 
regard, which is based on the many 
hunting days i have spent walking and 
stalking animals across Africa.  During 
every safari Les and i go on, it usually 
takes us a few days to get our hunting 
teams used to the fact that we will not 
shoot off or near vehicles and that we 
want to walk and stalk.  sometimes this 
means many miles of walking without 
seeing anything.  When you do see a 
representative specimen, however, and you 
and the team manage to stalk and shoot 
it, everyone appreciates the experience 
more and the team starts to understand 
what a true, fair-chase hunt is all about.  
you have the satisfaction that you have 
triumphed in a fair-chase quest, and the 
team appreciates what ethical hunters are 
all about.  i believe hunters need to be 
ambassadors who uphold the ethics of fair 
chase everywhere and at all times.

in summary, i thought the area was 
the best in Africa for suni and Natal red 
duiker and, certainly, one of the best for 
nyala and Chobe bushbuck.  there were 
good numbers of Lichtenstein hartebeest, 
and trophy quality was also good.  the 
same could be said of warthog.  Bushpig 
numbers were high, and after the burn 
every unburnt patch of elephant grass 
seemed to harbor a sounder.  Although 
sable were present in good numbers, 
trophy quality was, by and large, poor.  
these were the common variety and not 
the roosevelt sable that some people 
would have you believe!  Eland and 
common waterbuck seemed to be making 
a comeback but were not what they once 
were.  Having said that, the occasional 
monster is taken, which is a sign of things 
to come . . . i hope.  Common reedbuck 
produced some elegant and attractive 
trophies, and, finally, oribi, blue duiker, 
and southern bush duiker were found 
in good numbers, but trophy qualit y 
was average.

our trip Back

i am of the view that a good and 
successful safari depends largely on a 
successful, professional, and motivated 
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hunting team.  so i always spend 
time getting to know the individual 
members.  i also take a few gifts with 
me, like swiss Army knives and peak 
caps, which i give out during the 
hunt when somebody does something 
thought ful or out of the ordinary.  
Another habit that i have gotten into 
is carrying packets of sparkles (glucose 
sweets), which again i dish out when 
the team is looking tired or we have 
had a particularly good morning.  i 
find sparkles are also a great way to 
lift my sugar levels after a long, hard, 
hot walk.  Another trick taught me by 
Pete Flack.

the end of any hunt always brings 
administration with it.  the need to 
balance the books, settle the accounts, 
and, just as important, to decide on the 
amount to tip the safari staff.  Again, 
i tr y to deal with as much of the 
accounting before i leave home and 
ensure that i pay as much as i believe i 
will spend via electronic transfer.  i find 
that if i can make such arrangements it 
saves carrying piles of traveler’s checks 
and cash.  i also always carry my own 
satellite phone so that i can arrange a 
telephonic transfer of the final amount 
from the safari camp.  

it is still, however, necessary to 
take some traveler’s checks and cash.  
in particular, i need cash to pay the 
tips.  i discuss with my PH or safari 
outfitter how much i should take with 
me before i depart.  the way i approach 
tipping is to discuss the tipping policy 
with the PH and/or the camp manager 
to get a feel of what is considered a 
reasonable tip and what one would tip 
for excellent service.  i then get the PH 
to supply me with a list of names and sit 
down with him and allocate the tips.  i 
always tip the hunting team directly as 
well as the skinners and leave a list with 
individual envelopes for the camp staff 
for the camp manager to distribute.  i 
also always tip my PH myself, and i 
share with him what i liked about the 
way he administered the hunt and what 
i did not like.  As part of my teamwork, 
i often sit down with the PH during 
the hunt, maybe after dinner or at lunch 
under a tree, to review the hunt and 
to discuss any particularly good or bad 
thing that i have experienced up to that 
moment—communication always helps, 
and i certainly find it works for me.

talking about skinners, they are 
critical members of any successful 
hunting part y and should never be 

forgotten.  i always make an effort to 
get to know them, take time to walk 
through the skinning shed, spend 
time measuring my t rophies, and 
discussing with them how i want 
the trophies prepared.  When i visit 
the skinning shed on my arrival in 
camp, it helps me to obtain a feel for 
the trophy qualit y in the concession, 
and it allows me to check on the salt 
qualit y and general housekeeping at 
the shed.  it is also a good idea to visit 
the shed before departure to check on 
your trophies, make sure they have 
been properly salted and folded, and 
that they are tagged with the correct 
details.  Another important thing that 
you may want to remember if you are 
planning to send your trophies home 
to your own taxidermist, is to have his 
details, address, contact numbers, and, if 
possible, the taxidermist’s tags with you.  
Most safari outfitters, and certainly the 
one i used in Mozambique, handled all 
the export arrangements.  it is something 
that you should check before you finalize 
the hunt arrangements and, certainly, 
before arriving in the country.

Likewise, should you be shooting 
any cites classified animals, or should 
your home country require permits 
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to bring your trophies back, these 
ar rangement s need to be made 
well ahead of your trip.  regarding 
Mozambique, i am aware at the time 
of writing this article that it was not 
possible to import elephant trophies 
into the United states but, if you are 
from south Africa, you can do so.

As always, all good things come 
to an end.  For our trip back, our 
charter plane flew in the night before 
we departed and so was ready to take 
us back early on the morning of our 
planned departure.  the early start 
gave us plenty of time to get through 
the immigration and customs processes 
at Beira and Nelspruit.  once again the 
pilot acted as our clearing agent and 
ushered us through the process in Beira 
with the help of a “meet and greet” 
agent representing the safari outfitter 
who had all the paperwork ready.  the 
process took about two hours.  the 
customs people searched the plane, 
and we had to unpack our rifles and 

match them to the paperwork.  But 
the process went quite smoothly, and 
we were soon back on the ground 
in Nelspruit where we again cleared 
customs and immigration.  Again a 
relatively simple process.  And then 
onto Johannesburg internat ional 
Airport where we were dropped off 
at the domestic arrivals terminal.  i 
have made some inquiries, and for 
those who might want to fly in and 
out of Mozambique on a commercial 
airline, it is possible to connect with 
one of the scheduled flights to Beira at 
Johannesburg international Airport. 

After the safari

once you arrive home, it is always 
good to contact your taxidermist and let 
him know to expect your trophies and 
to provide him with the details of the 
agent that will be bringing them into 
the country.  My trophies took about 
four months to arrive, and i eventually 

got them from my taxidermist just over 
a year after my safari, all in good shape 
and mounted as required.

regrets or Would Have 
Done Differently

Mozambique is a country that has 
huge potential and offers a fantastic 
spread of outdoor opportunities.  i 
would definitely like to go back to the 
swamps.  i would like to spend a few 
extra days in the swamps next time 
and really get to understand the buffalo 
movements in order to try to dig out 
that really big, grumpy, old, dagga boy.  
Hunting upriver around the Cabora 
Bassa Dam is also a destination that is 
on my list.  i now have my open-water 
scuba diving “ticket,” and i want to dive 
at some of the world-famous sites off the 
country’s coast.  Finally, i would really 
like to catch a yellowtail, a southern 
African gamefish, on a fly rod during 
my diving expedition.
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